Name ___________________________________                                 Date _________

Period _______

Constructed Response Guidelines

When asked to respond to a constructed response prompt there are a few guidelines that can help you achieve the best possible score.

1. Read the prompt before you read the passage.  When you read the prompt first you are aware of what to identify during your reading.

2. Highlight the verb and essential components of the prompt.  For example:

Analyze how the author constructs the argument in the passage.  Use information from the passage to support your analysis.

~What are you being asked?  You are being asked to analyze (which is to examine closely).  So highlight the word analyze.
~What are you analyzing?  You are analyzing how the author constructs the argument.  You can highlight ‘how the author constructs the argument’.
~How to you show you have analyzed?  You use quotations from the passage to support your argument.  You should highlight ‘Use information from the passage’.
3. Use transitional words and phrases to as you move forward in your writing.


Sample transitional words and phrases are: for example, first, second(ly), third(ly), additionally, as well as, however, despite, but, although, on the other hand, because of, while, since, unless, in other words, including, in conclusion, and finally to name a few.
4. Include a concluding sentence.  

5. Double check to be sure you addressed all of the components of the question or prompt.

Name ______________________________________                               Date _______

Period _______

Constructed Response Template

Use the following template to answer a constructed response.

First sentence:  Write your thesis statement from T5WS here.  In the case of a writing prompt, rearrange the prompt or turn the prompt around.

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Second sentence: Your own idea, claim, or thought.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Third sentence: A quote from the passage, using a transitional word or phrase, to support your idea.

For example,”____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________”

Fourth sentence: Another original idea, claim, or thought.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Fifth sentence: A quote from the passage, using a transitional word or phrase, to support your idea.

Additionally _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Sixth sentence: Your conclusion using the phrase in conclusion or the word finally.

In conclusion ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

That is it…proof read and you are finished!

